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L’ANCIEN TRIBUNAL
Paranoia, montage, jouissance, cut, cut

Lina Selander och Oscar Mangione

”[T]here have been ages, indeed, which 
were quite incapable of distinguishing 
between a monumentalized past and a 
mythical fiction, because precisely the 
same stimuli can be derived from the 
one world as from the other.”1

L’Ancien tribunal, Lectoure, July 2015.

The pure well of paranoiac knowledge. Everything is connected.
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The plague of fantasies, 
the unnamable desires 
behind them.

Abusing, or being abused, or spectating at abuse.

To disconnect: Verdict, end, 
closure, form. (Not out of 
exhaustion.)

BRING THE FILMS 
BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL

In most cases the sentence 
would be the same.

The dream of discontinuation (cut) and 
continuation (cut).

Making connections endlessly, exploiting the slippage of signifiers, 
forming a chain of identifications linking one image to the next image 
to the next image, and so on.

Without ever knowing where to make the cut, where to disconnect.
Without ever knowing where to stop making cuts, where to disconnect.

Rigour means making the cut.
Rigour means refraining from making the cut.

Inability to do so means the presence of jouissance; being too invested, 
enjoying it too much, to stop the chain of associations.

Rigour, judgement, cut.
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”[B]y bringing it before the tribunal, [...] 
and finally condemning it; every past, 
however, is worthy to be condemned 
[...] It is not justice which here sits in 
judgment; it is even less mercy which 
pronounces the verdict: it is life alone, 
that dark, driving power that insatiably 
thirsts for itself. Its sentence is always 
unmerciful, always unjust, because it 
has never proceeded out of a pure well 
of knowledge; but in most cases the 
sentence would be the same even if it 
were pronounced by justice itself. For all 
that exists is worthy of perishing. So it 
would be better if nothing existed.” 2

Everything. ”The enigmatic weight ascribed to the real.” 3

Pointing

”... depending on the zigzag path taken through it, a kind ofmimicry, ...” 4

Notes:
1 Friedrich Nietzsche, Untimely Meditations, Cambridge Texts in the 
History of Philosophy, 1997
2 Ibid.
3 Raymond Bellour, Lina Selander, Excavation of the image, Moderna 
museet, 2015
4 Ibid.

What are you getting out of your fantasies?


